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Amendnicnts to the SDectficAtion: 



Please replace the originally filed Summary Of The Invention section of the 

Specification, starting at the top of page 5 and contimjing through page 7, line 5, jwith the below 

1 . 

replacement section, which includes amendments related to the amendments to tlie claims (see 

I 

below) and corrections for grammatical errors. No new matter is added in the replacement 
section, j 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention is embodied in a golf ball jaye rcomponent delected from the 



group consisting of a core, a cover, aomd an intermediate layer located between a |:ore and a cover, 
&e ^olf bail component incorporating a particular triblock copolymer or its hydrpgcnation 

pr o duct, a base polymer^ and a polymeric modifier. The triblock copolymer has k first polymer 

I 

block comprising an aromatic viny! compoundT ^eeond polyme r block conipris^ i g a diciic 

i 

conipumid, aiid a hydroxy I group loca te d at a block copolymer . The triblock cobolvmer also 
includes a second polvmer block which includes a first compound selected fi:^omlthe group 
consisting of a diene compound and a hvdrogcnation product of the diene compc^imd- In addition, 
the triblock copolymer includes a third polvmer block including a second compoiind selected from 
the group consisting of a diene compound, a hvdrogenation product of the diene} compound, and 

i 

an aromatic vinvl compound. Furthermore- the triblock copolymer includes at least on e hvdroxyl 



group. T he polym^ic modifier i 



selected fi-Qm the group consisting of an impact 



modifier, a JEimctionalized pol3aner, or a mixture of these. The fimciionalized po jymer 
incorporates a copolymer or a terpolymer having a glyddyl group, hydroxyl gro^p, maldc 
anhydride group or carboxylic group^ or a nu?cture of these copolymers and terp«{)lymers. 
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The base polymer can incorporate an ionomeric polymer comprises copolymeric 
polymers, terpolymeric polymers, or mbctures of these. The base polymer also c^rt incorporate a 

i 

non-ionomeric polymer, ^he layer can be a cover or aamtcrmediatc layer for a golf - b ait: The 
ratio by w^ght of thetriblock copolymer to the base polymer in the favt rgolf bali component 
preferably ranges between about 10:90 and about 90:10, more preferably betweejci about 10:90 
and about 70:30, and most preferably between about 10:90 and about 60;40. 

When incorporating tfie,impact modifier, the fave raolf ball competent incorporates 
theimpact modifier in an amount between about 0.1 and about 15 parts per hunched by wdgbt of 
the total amount of thetriblock Copolymer and debase polymer, and m ore prefeirably between 
about I and about 10 parts per hundred. Particularly i^eferred impact modifiers include acrylic 
intact modifi^-, Xylene vinyl acetatei, polyaryl ether, acrylonitrile-butadiene-stsfrene, 
methacrykte-butadiene-styrene-atid, chlorinated polyethylene, or mixtures of the^. Particularly 

preferred acrylic impact modifier iiiclud e i ncludes methyl methacrylate butyiacxyHte styrene, 

i 

methyl methacrylate ethyl he??ylacrylate styrene, or mixtures of these. When inc<^rporating the 
fimctionalized polymer, the iaw rgolf ball component preferably incorporates thtskhe 
functionalized polymer in an amount between about 0, 1 and about 15 parts per bkmdred by weight 
of the total amount of thetriblock copolymer and the b ase polymer, more preferably between 
about 1 and about 10 parts per hundred. The faye rgolf ball component preferabl^^ incorporates a 
total amount of polymeric modifier less than about 20 parts per hundred by weigjbt of the total 
amount of the trtblock copolymer and Jhebase polymer, andinore preferably lesi than about 15 
parts per hundred- 



Golf ball fayer scomponents within the scope of the present invention also can 
incorporate UV stabilizers^ photostabilizers, photoinitiators^ co-initiators, antioxidants, colorants. 
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dispersairts, tnold releasing agents, processing aids, inorganic fillers, organic fiUe: 
thereof. 



s, or mixtures 



The present invention also resides in a method for making a golf liall 
taye f component selected from the group consisting of a core, a cover, and an im^nnediate layer 



located between a core and a cover, the method i ncluding preparing a composition comprising the 

above-specified triblock copolym er and/or its hydrogenation product^ a base polymer, and a 

1 

polymeric modifier as defined ab(^ve^ and then incorporating the composition inth the golf ball 
teve ycomponent . The step of preparing the composition can mcQipordlL di ncorpj^rate dry- 
blending the composition^ or it can incorporate mixing the composition using a rkn^ internal 
mixer^. or extruder. The step of mixing the composition also can incorporate mejting the 
composition. I 



Th e step of pi e paxlug d u>uipu&itioii method of the prt^scnt iuvcn^on al$o can 
incorporaie, p re p ar mg a couccntrate comprising tli e- ti ' lblock copolymer and/or a& hydruj^eiidlluii 
product, tlic p o lymeric modifier., and the base polynier; pfepai'lng a pi ' eliniinafy composition 
Iniuorporatiiig the Uiblock copolymer and/or ii!> hyd r og e nation prod u ct - and thebksc polymci, dJijiJ, 
adding tli c conocuUaie to the prcUminary coniposition. 1 



Other features and advantages of the present invention should becpome apparent 
from the following detailed description of the preferred embodiments. 
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